
UNM Student Publications Board Meeting 

Friday, September 29, 2017 

Marron Hall, Room 131 

 

 

Present: Leslie Donovan, Gabe Gallegos, Monica Kowal (chair), Noah Michelsohn, Tyler Narvaez, 

Celia Raney, Robert Trapp 

 

Ex-officio: Jillian Kovach, Daven Quelle, Elizabeth Sanchez  

 

Also Present: Theo Aufrichtig, Henry Bender, Grace McNealy, Alex Mitas, and Indu Roychowdhury, 

Carolyn Souther 

 

Absent: Taylor Bui, Faculty Senate representative  

 

Monica Kowal called the meeting to order at 3:01 p.m. 

 

Motion was made by Gabe Gallegos to amend the agenda to interview and select Best Student Essays 

candidates first, and then follow rest of the agenda. The motion was seconded by Leslie Donovan. The 

motion passed. 

 

Daven Quelle reviewed the process for interviewing candidates. She said the Board goes into closed 

session for the purpose of interviewing applicants and then returns to open session to record votes of 

Board members. Tyler Narvaez made a motion to go into closed session to interview BSE candidates, 

seconded by Noah Michelsohn. The motion passed. 

 

The Board went into closed session at 3:06 p.m.  

The Board returned to open session at 4:11 p.m.  

 

Quelle called the role of Board members present for their preference for Best Student Essays editor. 

Donovan, Gallegos, Kowal, Michelsohn, Narvaez, Celia Raney, and Robert Trapp selected Indu 

Roychowdhury. Kowal thanked all the candidates and stated it was exciting to have such a great pool of 

students for the position. Kowal and the Board congratulated Roychowdhury. 

 

Kowal asked for a review of the June 30 meeting minutes. Narvaez noted the minutes had an incorrect 

date as the previous meeting occurred April 28, not April 29. Trapp motioned to approve the minutes as 

amended, and Gallegos seconded. The motion passed.  

 

Quelle asked for a correction to the April 28 minutes to reflect that Jessica Campbell was absent. 

Gallegos made a motion to amend the April 28 minutes. Donovan seconded the motion. The motion 

passed. 

 

Kowal asked Jillian Kovach for a report on Conceptions Southwest. Kovach reported she is having a few 

staffing issues, but otherwise things are running smoothly. She said Scribendi has set up a publications 

fair and CSW will be participating. Kovach said she is keeping the CSW Facebook page up to date and 

posting calls for submissions. Kovach said she will be working to get the website moved to a UNM 

hosted URL. Donovan asked if CSW were a chartered student group, as chartered groups receive free 

CMS websites and training. Kovach replied that CSW is not chartered. Quelle noted it might be better to 



approach the transition from the department, as the magazines are not always chartered, as long as the 

cost is not prohibitive.   

 

Kowal asked Elizabeth Sanchez for the Daily Lobo editor’s report. Sanchez reported she and Narvaez 

manned tables at new student orientation sessions to promote the Daily Lobo and recruit staff. She said 

she has made announcements in Journalism classes about SPJ, Daily Lobo and BSE.  Sanchez reported 

that she has created a new multimedia desk, and the editor, Christian Marquez is already creating 

content. She said she, Raney, Marquez visited Kate Nash’s class to create a partnership between C&J 

and the Daily Lobo. She said they discussed with the class how students could get published in the Daily 

Lobo by submitting coursework or applying to be on staff. She said she visits the class regularly to edit 

and work directly with students. Sanchez said she was invited to speak to one of the classes in the Media 

Arts Collaborative Charter middle school, which was a success.  

 

Sanchez said she worked with Professor Marcotte to revive SPJ. She reported that a few Daily Lobo 

staff members are now a part of the SPJ board, and Raney is the appointee to the Publications Board. 

Sanchez said she is now accepting guest columns from the community to provide content and engage 

with readers in a unique way. She said they have created a few beats, such as ASUNM, alumni, and 

movie reviews, and are expecting to create more as the year progresses. Sanchez thanked Trapp for 

donating photo equipment to the Daily Lobo. 

 

Kowal asked Quelle to give a financial report. Quelle reviewed BSE and CSW financials for FY17 and 

budgets for FY18 for both magazines. She said each magazine is financially sound, GPSA had contacted 

her about removing funding. Kowal said she and Quelle each wrote letters of support to GPSA and that 

there had not been an official response yet. Kowal noted this was likely to be a recurring conversation 

with yearly changes in student government leadership. 

 

Quelle reviewed the Daily Lobo financial statement through June. She said this was the second year in a 

row that the Daily Lobo ended in a deficit without reserves to cover the shortfall. She said she worked 

with Student Affairs to complete a 5-year reduction plan to pay back the negative balance, which totals 

$98,000 for Student Publications. She said Student Affairs gave $15,000 towards the deficit. Quelle 

reported that she is working to preserve student salaries as much as possible, and is using work study 

wherever appropriate. She said Student Affairs is helping look for opportunities for potential job sharing 

for the Unit Administrator, Carolyn Souther. Quelle suggested the next step in reducing expenses will be 

to reduce summer publications to only the special publications of Freshman Orientation and the Mail 

Out. 

  

 

Quelle reported that she applied for Student Fee Review Board funding for FY19. She stated that 

although last year senators from ASUNM finance committee said that the Daily Lobo could not apply 

for SFRB funding, she could not find any restriction against applying. She said that, with encouragement 

from Gallegos and Kim Kloeppel from Student Affairs, she submitted an application for funding for 

Student Publications. She reported that she, Sanchez and Raney presented to the SFRB board, and were 

accompanied by Caroyln Souther and a few reporters from the newsroom. She said that forums are now 

scheduled in October for student input. Quelle said deliberations will be held in November and the final 

notification would occur in December after being approved by the Regents. Gallegos stated that main 

focus during the forums should be supporting student salaries and furthering student careers. He said to 

be prepared for ASUNM to ask the Daily Lobo to choose between the ASUNM subscription fees it 

receives and SFRB funds.  

 



Raney asked how real the possibility was of the Daily Lobo becoming digital only, not just in the 

summer, but for next fall. Quelle responded that possibility was real, but it could not happen without 

institutional support, as the digital only business model was not sustainable. She said that a print product 

was still necessary to generate revenue. Quelle said it is important to have conversations with 

administration, such as in Student Affairs and the Provost’s Office, about how important the Daily Lobo 

is to the university. Gallegos noted that the Board was a bit blindsided by actions of the ASUNM 

Finance Committee last year, and asked Michelsohn for his opinion on the climate and support for the 

Daily Lobo by the current ASUNM administration. Michelsohn responded that ASUNM was very 

supportive of the current Daily Lobo ASUNM beat reporter, Brendon Gray. He said there has been 

discussion about rewriting the ASUNM constitution to remove the automatic funding for Student 

Publications, and instead ask Student Publications to fully participate in the SFRB process. He said that 

he did not think a constitutional amendment would happen this semester, but perhaps next semester. 

 

Quelle reviewed the budget for the upcoming year, noting reductions, and a new revenue line item for 

creative services such as a campus events, and video production for clients. She reviewed the financial 

statements for July and August. She noted revenue from campus advertising is down greatly and is not 

expecting it to improve.  

 

Quelle reported that the Daily Lobo has created an alumni constituency chapter within the Alumni 

Association, which provided $500 for alumni events for the year. She said the Daily Lobo will be having 

an alumni happy hour event during homecoming week. Quelle said having a strong and active alumni 

base helps support the importance of the experience students gain at the Daily Lobo. She said she would 

be working with Kate Nash to bring in Daily Lobo alumni to the multimedia classes and to the 

newsroom. 

 

Donovan said she does not believe the campus advertising revenue will come back anytime soon due to 

major budgets cuts at the university. She stated departments could possibly use help with well-written 

documents to showcase departments and help them with alumni donations. Donovan said with the 

exception of endowment funds, which cannot be touched, UNM will again be sweeping unallocated 

monies from departments. She said that student enrollment is down, which impacts university funding. 

Kowal stated that the freshman living requirement, coupled with lottery scholarship decreases will 

negatively impact enrollment. Donovan said she understood from a previous board member that not 

having an independent student newspaper jeopardizes university accreditation. Kowal said she is on the 

accreditation team and will look into the requirements. 

 

Raney reported that SPJ had 35 students sign up at the first meeting, and 15 have paid their national 

dues. She said SPJ has submitted chartering paperwork to ASUNM. She said they are working with the 

professional chapter on local events, participating and helping plan workshops. Quelle congratulated SPJ 

on reorganizing and rechartering as a student group. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 5:05 p.m. 


